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formed the British South Africa Company in the latter ha
of 1889. Its realization was delayed by wars and rebellion
and apparently finally frustrated by the establishment <
Germany in East Africa, as described earlier. Neverthdes
though long after Rhodes's death, the dream was realize
and British Empire territory does stretch from the Cape i
into the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan and so to Egypt; but despi
railway development in all the territories concerned, a Cap*
to-Cairo Railway is never now likely to be complete*
Instead, the other part of Rhodes's dream has been realize
in the air, British Overseas Airways* planes traversing tl
length of the African continent between Cairo and the Caj
hi a matter of hours rather than the days which rail trav
would require.
Southern and Northern Rhodesia and Nyasaland togeth
may be said to constitute British Central Africa. The gre
ruins at Zimbabwe and other archaeological remains sugge
that an earlier civilization was once dominant in the
regions, and tradition has associated them with the days <
King Solomon and the Queen of Sheba. In later times, tl
country was overrun by the Matabde, offshoots of the gre
Zulu race. That it has come under British rule is largely di
to the activities of two very different men, to the exploratioi
of David Livingstone, and to the ambitions of Cecil Rhode
Livingstone it was who explored all this country and tl
upper reaches of the Zambesi, discovering the falls of tl
"smoke that thunders" which he named tie Victoria FaU
Here stands his statue, near the town of Livingstone th
was named after him. Rhodes, looking to the north fro
the Cape, with his vision of British territory stretchii
through Central Africa to the confines of Egypt and r.
lieutenant Dr. Jameson, having cured King Lobengula of ti
Aiatabele of an illness, Rhodes, having already secur<
Bechuanaland, persuaded Lobengula, through Jameson,